
Year 2 
  

Subject content Key stage 1: Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They should understand basic 
subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance 
their locational awareness.  

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 
Topic  Australia   Tudors  Ice   Great Fire of London  Victorians  Pirates  

Topic 
question  

Where would I prefer to 
live, Australia or the 

UK?   

  What is it like at the 
North and South 

Poles?   

    What are pirates and 
how did they travel 
around the world?   

Retrieval  Where is the UK? -  The 
UK is in the continent of 
Europe 
 
What is a continent? -  A 
continent is a large area 
of land 
 
What is a human feature? 
- A human feature is 
made by people 
 
What is a physical 
feature? - A physical 
feature is natural 

 What is a continent? - A 
continent is a large area 
of land 
 
What is climate? - 
Climate is what the 
weather is usually like in 
a place 
 
What is a physical 
feature? - A physical 
feature is natural 
 
 Where is the UK? - The 
UK is in Europe 

  What is a map? - A map 
shows where places are 
 
What is a key? - A key 
explains symbols on a 
map 
 
What is a human feature? 
- A human feature is 
made by people 
 
What is a physical 
feature? - A physical 
feature is natural 

New Knowledge 
Vocabulary Australia, continent, 

Europe, climate, hot, 
Oceania, cold, map, 
location, same, different 

  equator, pole, Arctic, 
Antarctica, hot, cold, 
climate, earth, map 
 

  map, key, symbol, sea, 
coast, ocean, location, 
North Sea, English 
Channel 



Substantive 
Knowledge 
 
To know 
that…   

Locational Knowledge 
Australia is in a different 
continent to the UK 
 
Australia is far away from 
the UK 
 
Place Knowledge 
Australia is generally 
hotter than the UK 
 
Places can be similar 
and different (homes, 
weather, environment) 
 
Human and Physical 
Geography 
Places can be similar 
and different in their 
human and physical 
features 

  Locational Knowledge: 
The equator is near the 
middle of the Earth  
 
Places near the equator 
are hotter  
 
Place Knowledge 
The North/Arctic and 
South/Antarctica Poles 
are very cold 
 
Some animals and 
people live in cold 
environments 
 
Human and physical 
Geography: 
Climate affects how 
people and animals live 

  Locational Knowledge: 
The UK is surrounded by 
seas  
 
The UK is near the 
English Channel and 
North Sea 
 
Place Knowledge 
Maps help us understand 
where places are 
 
Human and Physical 
Geography 
Seas are physical 
features 
 
Maps use symbols to 
represent features 



Disciplinary 
Knowledge 
 
To know 
how to: 

Locational Knowledge 
and Geographical Skills 
and Fieldwork:  
Locate Australia and the 
UK on a world map  
 
Place Knowledge and 
Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Compare Australia to the 
UK using photographs, 
maps and videos 
 
Human and Physical 
Geography and 
Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Compare physical and 
human features in 
Australia and the UK 
(making links to local 
area), using photographs, 
maps and videos. 

 Locational Knowledge 
and Geographical Skills 
and Fieldwork:  
Locate the North and 
South Poles.  
 
Locate the equator on a 
world map 
 
Human and Physical 
Geography and 
Geographical Skills and 
Fieldwork: 
Compare Arctic and 
Antarctica  

  Locational Knowledge 
and Geographical Skills 
and Fieldwork:  
Create a simple map and 
key  
 
Locate seas around the 
UK 
 
Describe locations using 
maps 
 
 

 


